
      

Appendix F-41

1.	 For this exercise let’s take a look at whether a person’s expec-
tation of punishment after Delinquency is associated with 
the number of deviant behaviors a student engages in, as 
measured by the variable Delinquency. 

a.	 Run a frequency of the dependent variable, delinquency, 
and answer the following questions:

	 i.	 What level of measurement is this item?

	ii.	 What forms of descriptive analysis are appropriate?

	iii.	 How would you best represent this data in a graph?

b.	 Based on your responses to Part 1a, conduct all appro-
priate descriptive analyses. Be sure to describe what you 
can about the data’s distribution and what measures of 
central tendency are most appropriate. If one or another 
measure may produce misleading results, be sure to 
caution the reader why. 

2.	 D1 measures delinquency differently than the interval/
ratio level variable called Delinquency. Is the variable D1 
appropriate for use in an ordinary least squares (OLS) 
regression analysis? Why or why not? If you have been 

Ethics Exercises 

1.	 Review the frequency distributions and graphs in this chapter. 
Change one of these data displays so that you are “lying with 
statistics.” 

2.	 Consider the relationship between gender and delinquency that 
is presented in Exhibit F.13. What third variable do you think 

should be controlled in the analysis to better understand the 
basis for this relationship? How might criminal justice policies 
be affected by finding out that this relationship was due to dif-
ferences in teacher expectations rather than to genetic differ-
ences in violence propensity?

Data for Exercise
Dataset Description

Youth.sav This dataset is from a random sample of students from schools in a southern state. While not representative of the 
United States, it covers a variety of important delinquent behaviors and peer influences. 

Variables for Exercise
Variable Name Description

delinquency An interval/level variable that measures self-reported delinquency.

D1 A binary variable based on the number of delinquent acts a respondent reported. A 0 indicates that the respondent 
reported 1 or fewer acts, while 1 indicates 2 or more. 

Variables for Exercise

Variable Name Description

lowcertain_bin Binary indicator for whether the respondent felt there was certainty that he or she would be punished for delinquent 
behaviors, where 1 = low certainty and 0 = high certainty. 

certain A scale indicating how likely the individual feels it is that he or she will be punished for delinquent behavior. High 
values indicate high certainty. 
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